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pursuit of peace, saw Michael Collins and proposed terms for
the cessation of the boycott, the employment of Catholic work-
men and the Boundary Commission. Collins demanded Tyrone,
Fermanagh, and large parts besides of Derry, Down and Armagh.
On the 7th February, 1922, Craig reported the failure of the
negotiations* The very next day bands of the Irish Republican
Army invaded Tyrone and Fermanagh, kidnapped thirty Ulster
Protestants and carried them away as hostages. A day or two
later, a band of eighteen Ulster Special Constables, mostly
unarmed, who were passing by train through a corner of the
Irish Free State, were stopped at Clones Railway Station by a
band of Republicans and in the affray which followed the
Republican leader and four of the Ulstermcn were shot; eight
Ulstermen wounded and five carried off prisoners. Moreover
small bodies of Sinn Feiners crossed the border at various
points and blew up bridges and destroyed roads evidently as
part of a general plan of campaign. Fourteen of them armed
with bombs and revolvers were caught red-handed. There
could be no longer any disguising it: North and South were at
open war.
These events were vastly discomfiting to the British Govern-
ment, accompanied as they were by a running commentary
from the House of Lords. " The joybells have stopped ringing/'
said Carson, " over the great peace in Ireland; the congratula-
tions have stopped flowing in and we are now brought down
to the realities of the situation. . * . What docs it all mean ?
It means this. The Government have laid it down that the way
to get what you want in Ireland is to murder and kidnap a&d
to burn houses, * * * They want Tyrone and Fermanagh. * Let us
go there/ they say, * and raid the houses, burn the houses,
kidnap the people, ambush the police, use dumdum bullets
and then we will get the British Government to yield.* "
And Carson went on to charge the British Government with
supplying the Republican Army with the munitions and the
armoured cars for the invasion of Ulster. It was a difficult
charge to answer since the Sinn Feiners were going about the
border in British military cars with British service rifles and
$,*
* ParL Deb., Lords, vol. xlii* e. 95 (8th February,